


academic MP3s

A SECOND-GRADER at Willowdale

Elementary School in Omaha, NE, is the
speaker in a podcast titled Respect Rocks!.
His segment of Radio WillowWeb is freely
available worldwide through Apple’s iTunes
(www.apple.com). Respect is one of the Six
Pillars of Character that the young student and
his fellow schoolmates are studying, and they

are sharing what they have learned about it.

B In Orange County, CA, a Latino student sits
with his grandparents and asks them for stories
of Guatemala, and what it was like for them to
emigrate to a very different country. While his
relatives shyly decline to be videotaped, they are
comfortable talking in the presence of the iPod
and its recording accessory. Later, the student
will take the audio recording and combine it
with a slide show of old family photos to pro-
duce a DVD that he’ll share with his classmates
and his entire family. ll A teenager in Scotland
downloads a French assignment and listens to it
on the way home from school. She knows that
shortly a text message will appear on her
mobile phone that will test her knowledge. Her
text reply will be automatically posted to a Web
site, where she’ll later take an online exam to
measure her pmgreas.

First it was an innovation. Then it escalated to
a movement. Now the iPod has sprung a genuine
reformation, coming to a global or four-walled
classroom near you, no matter where in the
world you are. From kindergarien to college,
in applications of all kinds, what was originally
designed as a mere portable music player is on its
way to becoming an essential educational tool.
On its way? Ready or not, it’s already here. P
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‘The Gold Medal of Stufl

Al heart, the 1Pod’s appeal 15 about 1t casiby aceessible audio
and visual content in an attractive and conveniently sized
package. Mechanically, the product is mostly a hard disk drive
(although some models vse only ush memory ) with @ small
display sereen, While the display capabilities of the new video
iPod den't really compare with the lving-room TV ser, espe-
cially in o e of oversized plasmi screens: that TV sel can'l
traviel in yoor pocket wherever you go, carrying all of vour
music. audio books, and favorite video pieces along with ir,

In creating the inittial produoct, Apple was targeting o market
for portable musie that had existed in one formy oranother since
the invenuon of the transistor radio in the 19508 Bug the sue-
cess of the 1Pod 15 due o more than just its ability lo access o
wide variety of audio—and new video—content on the go. lis
versatility s popular with users as well, The addition of o sim-
ple accessary turns the iPod im0 a fecorder, allowing the vser
o capture awdio content that can be guickly vploaded and dis-
tributed anvwhere in the world via the Internet. And several
related software technologies that link with the iPod enable
peaple with little radning 1o do things like organizing, editing,
and publishing photos, music, and video that onee were the
sole province of dedicated hobbyists or professional artists.

Singe its October 2001 debur, the iPod has enjoved enormous
popularity, und the reasons for it have not gone unnoticed by
educators at all levels.

Brian McEWish is the wechnology cogedinator and a math
teacher 3t Serrane Intermediate School in Lake Forest. CA.
*Towday s Kids have not known a world without the convepiences
of mobile phones, portable music plavers, fast Internet connee-
tions, eic.,” he savs, “They have the shility 10 function as mult-
taskers, They can lisien to their iPod, witch TV, and call a
friend at the same time they're doing their homework by pencil

SOURCES OF HELPFUL INFORMATION sbound for teachers and
administraters thinking of introducing the Pod into their classrooms and
schools: A Google (www.google.com) search of “iPod educaton! for example.
retums mone than 25 million pages of information, Submitting “podeasting”
Will tuen wp ancther 18 millian. & simple browsing of the education pags of
Apple’s Web site (www.apple.com) will delfer a substantial number of pood
ideas for possible Pod classoom apolications, as well as links to those who
hiave gone dawn that road Defore, Other r2liatle links can be found by
searching “iPod language education”’

Hare are two: highly recommended- search topics:and Web siles:

Copyright Issues and acceptable use policies. The TEADH Act is the
starting point for developing & sensibls policy regarding copyrighted works. Do
& Google search of "TEACH Act™to find several useful sites that el you what
you can and can't do when wsing cogyrghted works for teaching,

Making the case for an iPod program. The Orangs County Department
of Education (CA) has a good video podcast, Technology in Education; iPads,
available at edipch.ocde s, The site alen has a number of other useful
articles and how-tos

TH.E, Journal | March 2006

b e, o #*:'-
D :

IMEPIRED Today's students can fisten, learm. and then detach from their
iPods just long anough to craft their own creative reflections.

and paper.” But McElish s concerned that forcing students to
use ouldated equipment and old rechnologies visks horedom
and lovwer imterest i schoolwork: Tn Gact, “giving them the free-
alom o use current technology in what for them may be new and
CIEAlVE Wilys SE0ms L0 create a sense of buy-in o the material.”

Mot oo tar wway, Mike Albert is o history leacher al South
Coate Middle School in Sooth Gate, OA “For my students,
iPods represent the gold medal of “stalt)™ he savs, “and they re
within reach For most of them, either realistically of on their
wish lists” he sayvs,

Katherine Hullissy Avala, head of Computer Education al

The Brearley School in New York City, agrees: “The kids like
having a device of ther very own; they persomalize their iPods
in many ways,” she says. “They also like the ability to casry
amund =0 much of what's important to them—itheir music.”
A Functional Understanding
The debate over iPod's educational usage has grown increas-
inghy Hvely. The iPod s miany capabifities and associaied tech-
nologics each present distinet legrming opperiunities, Inside
and outside the classrooin.

Playback. The core of the Gebate concerns the busic use of
i 1Pad’s playback funchion o present targeted avdio or video
material outside of class, “If you can get students w listen w
something educational for 30 mnutes a doy on ther wiy o or
from school, that's 30 minutes more of their attention vou
wouldn't have sotten otherwise,” says Bobert Craven, coordi-
nator of Edvcationa] Technology for the Orange County
Department of Education (A,

Such material can range from music o recordings of specches,
to podeasts created by the teacher ov downloaded from other
sorees, o combinations of slide shows snd audiodvideo clips
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The resinerial can begssigned a i 1L wire dbook or magazine art
el given W prepare the siadents e classroem discossion, Play-
back can also be wiliaed inocliss and 15 especially useful in

BNOT0S: and

special education settigs, For example. in seme COCDE schoods:
the rteacherss recond some of the daily  practives  hat
stticlerits ¢ in the classroom, and combine the recordings: with
phites o other images o be isplaved on the 1Pod’s sereen.

“Heddding the iPod gives the students something tscrile in
their fimks while listening to the sudio and Jooking at the
mmages.” Craven explains. “The combinsion helps them stay
focused and gvoid distractions that may be keeping them from
reallv succecding,”

Aundie Content Capturing. A recarding accessory allows the
iPod o caprore-audio content that can then be quickly ad eas-
iy aphoaded oo comsputer lor lnter reviesw, editing, or distrib
ubon, “We've gotstudents an all levels domg recordings with

Resources for transferring data between home and school.

Its toq Big to e-mail, but the assignment's on the home compuiter and has to get to

the 1Pod stands out
the seamless integration it

the Swiss Army knife

the (Pod.” Craven savs, “Kinderzarteners 2o 1o the back of the
seretandd e, practicing Lo see how many words ominute ey
cun oo, The wacher doesn't have o tike class time w lsten to
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cuch student read for a minute. He can listen Wit luler, store it
and have a record o show the parents overy few weeks! At the
atber end, you bave shder students taking the iPods home and
recording oral history sessions with their Funilies,”

Related Software Capabilities, Vanous related and linked
software technologics enible students and reachers to work
with audio tmeks, photos, and video clips in o wide varety of
wilys Lo ercate works that can be played on the iPod, Podeussts
are becoming more dnd more commion at ull educstional lev-
els, both as 3 oway of distributing content 1o students amd as
creative assignments themselves, “The draw of Hstening,
speaking. orapplving techmicul skills can muke a difference”
siys The Brearkey Schools Hallissy Avala.

Apple for the
Sovwhere should a sehool or district st in
hutlding an effective plan for usimg Podsan
their carrcalum?

According to veteran iPod inlegrilors
like Criven and Hallissy Ayala, commis-

- school, What's a student to do in these days of bloated word-processor and even bigger e, resouries, and training are all key

music or graphics files? Bum a co nrﬂ"fﬂ? Use a nmmur:.r stick? Treat an (Pod like a

portable hard disk?

elements. Yoo have te have @ firm com-
mitment fron o sehond s leadership,”™ Hal-

The answer may vary, depending on what's avallable and where you're going with it lissy  Avala insistss Also erocial are o

While a CD or DVD is inexpensive, affers: pood capagity, and is readable on almost all
computess; it can only be dsed once—unless you've bought the RW (*rewritable”™) kind
(nearly double the cost of a CO-R). The common USB *memory stick” i reusable, and
the available capatity of suoh handy devices keeps going up while prices sowly drop.

prloting facully core and an instricctional
lechnelogy stalt w support the  proup
throogh - nitial traiming 0 wse and rou
Frbeabwmatinge o an dbcaive exploranon

The iPod offdrs the most capacity of all, but requires a special eable in order to connect of content. Additionally, anyone al all

10 the target computer,

“I leach Songwiting courses! says Paul Eliot, head of the Department of Performing Ars at
the Tacoma School of the Arts (WA}, “My students recond their projects in ‘home studios!
They bring their final version in for me on either memory Sticks or an iPad—usually by iPod. |
connect eithier the USE stick or iPod to-my Mae, Import the song to unes, and play it for the

class within 20 seconds”

Yet-another option for some of Paut's students, though pricey, is a firewie axtemal
hard drive: *l just got one that holds 100GE; optimized for music, for 32007 says Paul.

imvolved o progran development indtia-
tives inevitably emphasizes the importance
of hundls-om frainane.

Derd Wates, & echnology specialist for
the Placentia-Yorba Linda Unified Schoaol
Dsteict (Ca) suvs, “Kids are o natural:
teachers.are not. You've gor o have plenty of

hands-on swall raiming ome” McElfish

“USB2 i5 too slow for live audio recording. Firewire is really the way to go for speed, if agrees: “Twasn’t awire of what iPads were

you can affond it”
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I Dwange County, Crven's department
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olfers courses for edueators in the use of
iPods and related technologies, and will
he running a-Summer Insiae as well,

“They come u dearn the fundamen-
tals of the (Pod thoroughly, and do their
oo podcase right there in the cluss,” he
says W now have ot least 15 teacher-
stodent groups in the district that [ koo
ul regularly podeasting or in e process
ol begimming, and T eertnin that thers
are mistny more thin thit

Craven savs that participants olten
say they came because they want e lind
a0 owary o zive their students something
that they can use wath therr 1Pods o fur-
ther e realistic
approach o student 1Ped use; They've
got them, they re bringing theo to class:

fer’s fimd o way to wse them for class,

mstruction, I's

A commaon hindrance, however, is
ek of resourges, “Hiave enough iPods
for the progect.” says Craven, " Too fiw
can really fmper vour efforrs. Create o pool, Loan them o
the tenchers so0that they have something W work with.”
OCDE s loaner pool of iMods was created o support teachers
whor wosnt to make ocase foe asking theie school adminisira-
tan for funding. “We lean them an iPod for a couple ol
weeeks " savs Craven, “and tell them: "Use it to make a couple
of example projects thal yoo can show to yoor adminisieation,
sav that they coan really see what ong of thise things can doin
an cducational sethine,” ™

Sounds like a plan, Bul what are the realities when con-
frionted by the abmighty dollar? The current 150 price for o
FOGE iPod s S2499; the lorneer HOGE version runs for 5399,
With an educational discount. the price drops 1o 52069 for the

Al-grg unit, with o simelac discoant for the §

per model. Ts the
expense justifable? “There are some cheaper digital voree
recarders that will play MP3 files.” acknowledges Craven, "
vou could use & cassette tape recorder for Deld work, Boo
el the 1 Pocd stamdds out s am s ease ol useand in the scam
less integration i1 offers between audic. video, photes. sl
st 1% the Swiss Army knife of electronics.”

A the extra capabilitics and the conversence ol different
medin 1y pes worth poying 320 1o S50 more for an iPod”? Both
Craven and his boss—who approved Craven's request for the
udget o purchase OCE™S loaner prool of 200 1Pods—are sure
af i "PWhile 1t may be o binde more than some of the other
meds,” Craven says, 710 pavs off 10 o many wavs because of
ILS ‘-'l.'l'ﬁll[ll![_'n'.

“Asking tor an iPod for vour classroom now s Teke what we
wentt througeh asking for digitad =0 or video camerss throe (o
five vears ago, The iPod s a part of the teachisg arsenal tha
noeds 0 be i every clissroom, righ aloeg wirth the computer
ilsedf”

Adbitionally, establishing wnd nsaintaining an acceptable
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=g policy is amother point w consider, "Oor faculty acceptable
wse policy holds theschool o the TEACH At Hallissy Asala

Sy,
Hurmuomizatian Act of 2002, which drew up the boundares for

reterring o the Techoolopy, Educaton amd Copyrighe

governing educstors use of copyrighted matereals for instroc-
tiomal purprses, “We Timit (e access weappropriate students,

amak the files are deleted when o unil of stady comes to a close.”

The emergence of iPods as an educations] devies s had
an pmeven reception. Sonee districts are only al the talking stage.
Crhers have moved on o implementation and have we
ported programs omderwiy. The semwe s true of individal

I-sup-

sobmods, and in the clissrooms, Many teachers say they buy their
COWTL L 0 TREny O their studems. Others are. more formnaie
ond have recerved iPods through their schoel o disircs,

Avaifabiliny of educational content for theiPod, which once
hael to be created by individual teachers or developed by
e district or a0 particular schoul group, 35 now growing
enpongntipllv. Apple’s Tunes store offers loads of free contenl
nplessded from schoods all over the country that can be used in
[essns o s examples ospur creative ellores locally,

Bewon, or bane’! The debare continees, Insome districis, as in
Chramge County, the i Pod s coming to be reganded a5 o clussaoom
exsentinl, 1o other schools, 10s considered o distraction. and
glomg with other MPA plivers s afficially hammed from campus,
Oine thing 1 cevtaan: For the foreseeable Tuwre, students will
continue e acguire and vse 1Pods, One thing that's less certain;
Will educators choose to swim with the tide, or agamst i THE

Mikael Blaisdell is principz) of Mikae! Blaisdeil & Associztes
(e mblaizdell com), an T support consuitancy serving high-
or education and corporations wiridwide





